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America is grateful for their commitment to 
excellence and devotion to duty. 

In addition to helping defend our country, 
merchant mariners facilitate commerce by 
importing and exporting goods throughout 
the world. They work with our Nation’s trans-
portation industry to share their valuable 
skills and experience in ship maintenance, 
navigation, and cargo transportation. This 
past year, the good work and compassion of 
merchant mariners also played an important 
role in hurricane relief efforts. Ships brought 
urgently needed supplies to the devastated 
areas, provided assistance for oil spill clean-
up, generated electricity, and provided meals 
and lodging for recovery workers and evac-
uees. 

In recognition of the importance of the 
U.S. Merchant Marine, the Congress, by 
joint resolution approved on May 20, 1933, 
as amended, has designated May 22 of each 
year as ‘‘National Maritime Day,’’ and has 
authorized and requested that the President 
issue an annual proclamation calling for its 
appropriate observance. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim May 22, 2006, as Na-
tional Maritime Day. I call upon all the peo-
ple of the United States to mark this observ-
ance by honoring the service of merchant 
mariners and by displaying the flag of the 
United States at their homes and in their 
communities. I also request that all ships sail-
ing under the American flag dress ship on 
that day. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this nineteenth day of May, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand six, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., May 23, 2006] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on May 24. This item was not 
received in time for publication in the appropriate 
issue. 

Proclamation 8022—World Trade 
Week, 2006 
May 19, 2006 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Free and fair trade is a powerful engine 

for growth and job creation in the United 
States and in countries throughout the world. 
World Trade Week is an opportunity to cele-
brate the benefits of trade for people every-
where. 

America is a great force for prosperity, and 
our country’s economic and national security 
interests are advanced through strong eco-
nomic ties with our friends and allies. Since 
2001, my Administration has concluded or 
implemented free trade agreements with 15 
countries. We are working toward agree-
ments with 11 additional countries, and we 
will continue to pursue further opportunities. 

Last August, I was pleased to sign legisla-
tion implementing the Dominican Republic- 
Central America-United States Free Trade 
Agreement (CAFTA–DR). CAFTA–DR will 
reduce tariffs on American goods and expand 
export opportunities for American busi-
nesses. When the rules are fair, American 
people and businesses can compete with any-
one in the world. CAFTA–DR will also ad-
vance our commitment to democracy and 
prosperity for our neighbors. 

Studies have shown that the elimination 
of global trade barriers could help lift hun-
dreds of millions of the world’s poor out of 
poverty and boost economic growth around 
the world. An important opportunity to de-
liver the full benefits of trade to people 
around the world is the Doha Round of trade 
negotiations at the World Trade Organiza-
tion. An ambitious Doha agreement could 
bring benefits to all nations, especially the 
developing world, and my Administration is 
working for a successful conclusion to these 
negotiations. 

During World Trade Week and through-
out the year, the United States remains com-
mitted to increasing free and fair trade and 
to improving the standard of living for our 
citizens. By working with our friends and al-
lies, we will continue to help build a world 
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that lives in liberty, trades in freedom, and 
grows in prosperity. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim May 21 through 
May 27, 2006, as World Trade Week. I en-
courage all Americans to observe this week 
with appropriate events, trade shows, and 
educational programs that celebrate the ben-
efits of trade to our Nation and people 
around the world. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this nineteenth day of May, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand six, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:47 a.m., May 23, 2006] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on May 24. This item was not 
received in time for publication in the appropriate 
issue. 

The President’s Radio Address 
May 20, 2006 

Good morning. Earlier this week, I spoke 
to you from the Oval Office to lay out my 
vision for reforming our Nation’s immigra-
tion system. And on Thursday, I went to Ari-
zona to visit with the men and women of 
the Border Patrol. I wanted to get an update 
on their efforts because a secure America de-
pends on a secure border. 

I believe America can be a lawful society 
and a welcoming society at the same time. 
We must enforce our laws while honoring 
our proud immigrant heritage. So I support 
comprehensive immigration reform that will 
accomplish five clear objectives. 

First, America must secure its borders. 
Since I became President, we’ve increased 
funding for border security by 66 percent, 
hired thousands more Border Patrol agents, 
and caught and sent home about 6 million 
illegal immigrants. Yet we have much more 
work to do. 

So this week, I asked Congress to provide 
funding for dramatic improvements in man-
power and technology at the border. We’ll 
hire thousands more Border Patrol agents. 
And to help these agents do their jobs, we 
will deploy advanced technologies such as 
high-tech fences in urban areas, infrared 
cameras, and unmanned aerial vehicles. 
We’ll also draw on the expertise of State and 
local law enforcement in our border commu-
nities and give them new resources and train-
ing so they can help secure our border. 

Putting these new resources in place will 
take time. To help during this transition, up 
to 6,000 National Guard members will be de-
ployed to our southern border. They will as-
sist the Border Patrol by operating surveil-
lance and communication systems, installing 
fences and vehicle barriers, building patrol 
roads, and analyzing intelligence. The sup-
port of Guard personnel will allow Border 
Patrol agents to use their skills to focus on 
securing the border. 

Second, to secure our border, we must cre-
ate a temporary-worker program that pro-
vides foreign workers a legal and orderly way 
to enter our country for a limited period of 
time. This program would reduce pressure 
on the border, meet the needs of our econ-
omy, and allow honest immigrants to provide 
for their families while respecting the law. 
And it will help us make certain we know 
who is in our country and why they are here. 

Third, we need to hold employers to ac-
count for the workers they hire by creating 
a better system for verifying documents and 
work eligibility. The system should include 
a new tamper-proof identification card for 
every legal foreign worker. This card would 
help us enforce the law and leave employers 
with no excuse for breaking it. And by mak-
ing it harder for illegal immigrants to find 
work in our country, we would discourage 
people from crossing the border illegally in 
the first place. 

Fourth, we must resolve the status of mil-
lions of illegal immigrants who are already 
here. They should not be given an automatic 
path to citizenship. This is amnesty, and I 
oppose it. Amnesty would be unfair to those 
who are here lawfully, and it would invite 
further waves of illegal immigration. 
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